Whether the USS Theodore Roosevelt is In port or patrol ling the waters, detachment members (from left) Cpi. Erse W.
Sorensen, Lance Cpf. Gary J. Craig, Cpf. Harold Smith and PFC David De La Vina Jr. help ensure the ship's security.
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Although there are more than 6,000 sailors aboard
the USS Theodore Roosevelt, when the security of
the $2.3 billion aircraft carrier is at stake, the call
goes out for "a few good men."

The Marines, although they make up less than one
percent of the crew, appear to welcome the challenge.
"We're ready to do anything the ship's commanding
officer directs us to do," said 1st Lt. Mike R. Usovicz,
second-in-command of the Roosevelt's Marine
Detachment.

"If, for example, there's an intruder alert, we must
be able to respond very quickly anywhere on the
ship," Usovicz said. Marine detachments also provide
training and supervision for the sailors who assist in
shipboard security. In addition, the detachments fill
ceremonial roles such as color guards. "We're in the
spotlight all the time," Usovicz said. "The Navy ex-
pects a lot out of us."

"It's the oldest mission in the Corps, serving
aboard vessels of war," he continued. Indeed, sea
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